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concerned, we have pressed that, in case the Central Council comes into
existence, one of the two unofficial seats for each territory should be reserved
for Indians, It is of the utmost importance that the economic life of the Indian
community, who have very large commercial and vested interests in these territories,
should be safeguarded by having such seats reserved for them in the Central
Council. Without such definite reservation, we are afraid, from past experience,
that the various Governments would not nominate Indian members on
the Central Council."
CONSTITUTIONAL CHANGES IN KENYA
The memorandum next referred to the question of the constitutional changes in
Kenya. The deputation observed : "We are opposed to the Chairman's minority
recommendation that there should be a majority of elected and nominated unofficial
European members in the Legislative Council. The majority report recommends
that official seats should be reducted by four and that the said number of
seats be provided for native representation. They further suggest that the
substitution of official by non-official members should be progressive, in other
words, the process should be carried on further in future. The Commission fur-
ther virtually recommends that Native interests should be represented by the
Europeans to be drawn from retired officials, missionaries or planters. The
constitution of the Kenya Legislative Council, at present, provides for a
strength of 38 members, consisting of 20 officials, n elected Europeans, 5
elected Indians, i elected Arab and i nominated European missionary who
is supposed to represent Native interests. If the commission's recommendation
is accepted, its immediate result will be that the Council will consist of 16
officials, 16 unofficial Europeans (n elected and 5 nominated), 5 Indians and
i Arab. Thus, the official majority will disappear and the influence of the non-
official Europeans will be increased. One step further in the direction recommend-
ed by the commission will lead to the creation of a non-official European
majority and the consequent transfer of the constitutional control to European
settlers. We need not say that we are strongly opposed to all this. We ask that
the official majority should be maintained as per the terms of the declaration of
His Majesty's Government regarding Native trusteeship and the paramountcy of
Native interests. But if the official majority is to be disturbed, the Natives
themselves should be nominated to represent their own interests. We know that
there are such Natives available. If, however, this is not done, at least one seat
should be filled by a Native and the remaining four should be divided equally bet-
ween the European and the Indian community. If all the seats are given to
Europeans, it would disturb, to the further disadvantage of Indians, the present
balance of racial representation, which is already unfair to them."
SEGREGATION OF INDIANS
As for segregation, the deputation recalled the White Paper of 1923 which
declared that His Majesty's Government have decided that the policy of segregation
as between Europeans and Asiatics in townships must be abandoned, and point^out
that the policy laid down has not been adhered to. In spite of this declaration,
in the township of Mombasa, plots are being put up for auction with the restrictive
condition, viz,, that Indians can neither bid for nor reside on the said plots.
The memorandum continued : "Mr. Kaderbhoy filed a test case in 1928 on»
this issue on behalf of the Indian Community, but the lower court decided the
case against him. On appeal, the Supreme Court however decided that Indians
could not be prohibited from bidding for the said plots ; but that the Government
had a right to restrict the occupation of the said plots to Europeans only* The
Government of Kenya has now appealed to the Privy Council against this decision
on the first issue and Mr. Kaderbhoy has also applied for an appeal on the
second issue. It would be realised that it is difficult for us to meet the cost of
engaging able counsel for defending this case successfully against the Kenya
Government, and we therefore request the Government of India to help us in
fighting out this tssue."
RESERVATION OF LANDS
Regarding reservation of lands it was pointed out that in 1923 the  Imperial

